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Contact information: Studio 580-366-2387 cell: 580- 209-2091 

Irena Bluhm, RR 1 Box 7700, Antlers, OK, 74523, e-m ail: bluhmirena@yahoo.com   

Website: www.irenabluhmscreations.com   
 
Short Bio 
 
Irena Bluhm is a longarm quilter since November 2004. She is internationally acclaimed award winning quilter, longarm 

quilting instructor, author, and pattern designer.  She is teaching and exhibiting at all major venues in United States, 

including American Quilter's Society shows and International Quilt Festival in Houston along with presentations for Quilt 

Guilds and private workshops nationwide and abroad.  

 

She started teaching in March of 2006, just after a little over one year into longarm quilting and going strong ever since. 

Irena’s dedication and passion for teaching shows as her enthusiasm for the art of quilting is contagious. 

With 18 years of garment making/design and 12 years of doing fine art for a hobby she applies her experience on to 

making quilts for exhibits exclusively. Irena is an author of nine books, few workbooks and multiple DVD’s. Her work won 

65 awards in national and international quilt competitions and was published in numerous quilting magazines and all of 

her self published and other books.  

Her work won many awards at the most prestigious quilt contests nationwide: AQS show in Paducah and Nashville, IQF in 

Houston, Road to California, PIQF, MAQF, MQS and HMQS to name just a few. She loves and enjoys sharing her 

knowledge with others.  Irena’s entire quilt collection has been exhibited in numerous shows in 2010 and 2011.  Irena was 

nominated by her students for Teacher of the Year in 2010. She was a guest on Linda’s Longarm, The Quilting School, 

Quilting and QNNTV Longarm Quilting Show ‘Quilt it!’   
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1. Quilt Guild Program-Flat Fee $750 
What it takes to create a winner   
1-2 hour Lecture/PowerPoint/trunk show presentation   
Level: Everyone       
  
Making quilts for shows became a passion for Irena ever since she started entering quilt contests in May of 2005. Join her 
as she shares her experience in the struggle of making award-winning pieces. She will try to explain the best way she 
can, what it takes to make a winner the way she understands it. Her work has been exhibited at the most prestigious, 
national and international quilt shows nationwide and abroad. Find out what is so special about her work that has brought 
her 65 awards in national and international quilt contests. 
 
Level:  Everyone  
  

 
 

Hummingbird  - 89’X96” by Irena Bluhm. This quilt is a winner of 17 awards, was featured in multiple books, quilting 
magazines and Lone Stars III-A Legacy of Texas Quilts, 1986-2011 book published recently. 
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2. Quilt Guild Program-Flat Fee $750 
Quilter’s Life in Whirlwind of Events    
1-2 hour Lecture/PowerPoint/trunk show presentation   
  
Level: Everyone      
 
Class description             
Let’s take a closer look at Irena’s award winning work and her very unusual and extraordinary rise in the longarm quilting 
industry within a very short period of time. She published 9 books, few DVD’s and 5 workbooks to mention just a few 
within a little over 6 years. What is so special about her work that won her 65 awards, was published in numerous books 
and quilting magazines?  
 
Her work has been exhibited at the most prestigious, national and international quilt shows nationwide and abroad.  Listen 
to this unusual story about her introduction to the quilting world and how her life has changed because of that, as she 
recounts some events taking unexpected twists, turning her quilting life into a constant whirlwind of events. 
Irena is teaching and exhibiting at many major shows nationwide and abroad. This PowerPoint/trunk show presentation is 
laced with humor and lots of very useful information describing details of her work.   
 

 
 

Majestic Bugs by Irena Bluhm- 104’X107’- 9 awards w inner 
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Class #1  Class Title: The Magic of Color Application
Teacher’s fee-$45 per student. Minimum 12 students, maximum 24 students
Class kit $ 35.00   
Class kit content: Quilted panel, box of 24 pencils, 2 oz bottle of Textile Medium, 6
instructions, 1 oz plastic dispenser cup with lid, pattern package of 12.
 
Class description 
Learn how easy it is to apply color using regular 
bright colors to create great contrast and drama
Also learn how to do very impressive looking 
soft if you prefer. After you learn how easy it is, you will ask yourself why didn’t you try it 
 
Level: Everyone 
Reference:  Quilts of a different Color book published in 2008
Class kit $ 35: Quilted panel, box of 12 pencils, 2 oz bottle of Textile Medium, 6
1 oz plastic dispenser cup with lid, 12 paper 
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The Magic of Color Application -4 hour hands-on coloring with pencils
. Minimum 12 students, maximum 24 students 

panel, box of 24 pencils, 2 oz bottle of Textile Medium, 6-piece b
1 oz plastic dispenser cup with lid, pattern package of 12.  

regular colored pencils to a small, quilted piece. Don’t be afraid of using bold
drama to your piece.  

very impressive looking shading in order to create a 3D effect.  Your design 
After you learn how easy it is, you will ask yourself why didn’t you try it a long time ago!

book published in 2008, Whole Cloth of a different Color DVD
pencils, 2 oz bottle of Textile Medium, 6-piece brush set, CD with

12 paper patterns package.  No other supplies are needed. 

with pencils 

piece brush set, CD with 

Don’t be afraid of using bold, 

our design might look bright, or very 
long time ago! 

, Whole Cloth of a different Color DVD 
piece brush set, CD with instructions,  
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Class #3 
Class Title: Design Essential Templates-Create your  own quilting patterns 
3 hour hands-on design/drawing Teacher’s fee $ 45 per student.  Minimum 12 students, maximum 24 students 
 

Class description   
If you enjoy using templates, you can’t miss this class! After in depth introduction to design basics, students will be 
presented with many design ideas to choose from. This is when the creativity party begins! There is nothing like these 
templates on the market! This very simple, but unique design concept will empower and inspire every quilter to design and 
execute their own quilting patterns to be used with no restrictions. A few different template sets will be available for use 
during this class. 
 
Level:  Confident beginners, hand, domestic, short, mid, or longarm quilters 
Reference:  Bluhm’s Plumes Templates instructional booklet published in 2011 
Class kit $15:  1 design template, small ruler, compass, plotter paper 
Supplies list:  Note pad with no lines or grid and soft pencil 
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Class #4  
Class Title: Formal Feathers 1-Basics and beyond 
3 hour hands-on design/drawing Teacher’s fee $ 45 per student.  Minimum 12 students, maximum 24 students 
 
Class description 
If you have never tried them, it is about time! You will never regret it, once you understand the concept. The rest is just 
putting a little effort into trying to get them looking exactly the way you like them. The flexibility in creating quilting designs 
using these feathers can not be underestimated! Starting with the basics followed by little more advanced designs, you 
will realize that you can do anything you wish using these feathers on customers or your own quilts once you know how. 
 
Level:  Confident beginners, hand, domestic, short, mid, or longarm quilters 
Class kit $18.00 : Laminated workbook and dry erase pen 
Reference:  Bluhminator # 2-Formal Feathers workbook published in 2008, Charming Formal Feathers DVD 
Supplies list:  Note pad with no lines or grid and soft pencil 
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Class #5  
Class Title: Formal Feathers 2-More advanced techni ques   
3 hour hands-on design/drawing Teacher’s fee $ 45 per student.  Minimum 12 students, maximum 24 students 
 
 
Class description 
You will learn how to create those charming, unique looking plumes of feathers and feather swags, how to fill any shape 
and form with these beautiful feathers. From more advanced through a little more complex design, you will get a clear 
understanding that there are endless design possibilities using these charming feathers. There are just a few very simple 
tricks which make them look very impressive. After this class you should gain enough confidence with stitching these 
feathers.  
 
Level:  Confident beginners, hand, domestic, short, mid, or longarm quilters  
Class kit $18.00:  Laminated workbook and dry erase pen 
Reference:  Bluhminator # 2-Formal Feathers workbook published in 2008, Formal Feathers in the Box DVD 
Supplies list:  Note pad with no lines or grid and soft pencil  
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Class #6 
Class Title: The Freedom of Free Motion Quilting 
3 hour hands-on design/drawing Teacher’s fee $ 45 per student.  Minimum 12 students, maximum 24 students 
 
 
Class description 
If you are ready to break away from doing pantographs and have a fear of trying, this class is designed just for you. Let Irena guide your 
hand and your brain into the amazing world of free motion quilting!  Students will start with very simple, easy to follow designs and as 
they gain more confidence they will be walked through other easy to understand design concepts. You could guide your machine with 
ease and develop your own style which can increase your chances of prosperity in your business.  
 
Level:  Confident beginners, domestic, short, mid, or longarm quilters 
Class kit $18.00:  Laminated workbook and dry erase pen 
Reference:  Bluhminator #5-Overall Quilting workbook published in 2011  
Supplies list:  Note pad with no lines or grid and soft pencil 
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Class #7 
Class Title: Bluhming Background Designs
3 hour hands-on design/drawing Teacher’s fee 
 
  
Class description 
Say goodbye to any conventional way of using stippling to fill in negative spaces on any quilt. This very unique,
execute technique will have your creative juic
concept. You would be able to add your own twist to Irena’s ideas. From very dense to allover
very forgiving and the visual effects are very impressive. No p
 
Level:  Confident beginners, hand, domestic, short, mid, or longarm quilters
Class kit $18.00: Laminated workbook and dry erase pen
Reference:  Blooming Background Designs book
2008 and Bluhminator #1 Bluhming Background Designs 
 
Supplies list:  Note pad with no lines or grid and soft pencil
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Bluhming Background Designs   
Teacher’s fee $ 45 per student.  Minimum 12 students, maximum 24 students

Say goodbye to any conventional way of using stippling to fill in negative spaces on any quilt. This very unique,
execute technique will have your creative juices flowing once you learn this very simple and easy to understand design 

own twist to Irena’s ideas. From very dense to allover, this unique technique is 
effects are very impressive. No planning ahead and no marking are

onfident beginners, hand, domestic, short, mid, or longarm quilters 
and dry erase pen 

Blooming Background Designs book published in 2007, Bluhming Background Designs 2
Bluhming Background Designs workbook published in 2009  

Note pad with no lines or grid and soft pencil 

Minimum 12 students, maximum 24 students 

Say goodbye to any conventional way of using stippling to fill in negative spaces on any quilt. This very unique, easy to 
es flowing once you learn this very simple and easy to understand design 

, this unique technique is 
are required. 

Background Designs 2 book published in 
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Class #8 
Class Title: Original whole cloth design from scrat ch-6 hour pattern design, layout and marking   
Teacher’s fee- $ 85 per student. Minimum 8 students, maximum 15 st udents  
   
 
Class description 
 
If you feel like you have no idea how to start your own original quilt design, you can’t miss this class! There is nothing 
better than creating your own original quilt design from scratch. Even if you don’t believe you can do it, you might be 
surprised how easy it will be after Irena’s step-by-step instructions. You will learn how to create your own designs first. 
Then you will learn how to arrange them into a very impressive looking quilt design of your own.  
 
Level:  Confident beginners, hand, domestic, short, mid, or longarm quilters 
Reference:  Start with a Blank Slate book published in 2009 and Bluhming Bugs published in 2009 
Class kit $15: 1 design template, small ruler, compass, plotter paper 
 
Supplies list: 
1. 36”-60” square of 100% cotton sateen or other smooth surface fabric [white, off white or other very light color fabric] 
2. Pins 
3. 2-4 Mark-B-Gone blue washable marking pens 
3. Clover eraser 
 
  

 
 



�

���
�

Class # 9 
Class Title: Whimsical and Funky Feathers  
  
3 hour hands-on design/drawing Teacher’s fee $ 45 per student.  Minimum 12 students, maximum 24 students 
 
Class description 
Students will be presented with wide variety of unique and interesting looking feathers on the cutting edge and learn how to use them in 
quilting design. The best thing about these feathers is that they are easy to stitch. No backtracking, period. If you are ready to change 
your quilting style and wish to impress your customers or the judges, it’s time to use these easy to execute feathers. Students will be 
inspired and encouraged to develop their own style. 
 
Level:  Confident beginners, hand, domestic, short, mid, or longarm quilters 
Reference: Whimsical and Funky Feathers book published in 2008, Bluhminator #3-Whimsical and Funky Feathers workbook-2009 
and Whimsical and Funky Feathers DVD 
 
Class kit $18.00: Laminated workbook and dry erase pen 
Supplies list:  Note pad with no lines or grid and pen   
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Class #10 
Class Title: Blocks, borders and sashings in free m otion style  
Offered as:   
3 hour hands-on design/drawing Teacher’s fee $ 45 per student.  Minimum 12 students, maximum 24 students 
 
Class description 
Learn how to create perfectly matching designs for blocks, borders and sashings treatments. After Irena breaks down the entire 
process into some easy to follow steps, the rest will be falling in place, as you will understand the basic design concept. If you are tired 
of looking for the most appropriate designs to match your quilt theme, just create your own quilting designs on as needed basis. You 
will learn how to handle different design possibilities so you won’t feel challenged or intimidated by any quilt top.  
 
Level:  Confident beginners, hand, domestic, short, mid, or longarm quilters 
Class kit $18.00: Laminated workbook and dry erase pen 
Reference:  Bluhminator #4-Sashings, Borders and Blocks published in 2010 
Supplies list:  Note pad with no lines or grid and pen, [plus pins and thread clippers for hands-on longarm] 
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11. How in the world do I quilt this! 
3 hour hands-on design/drawing Teacher’s fee $ 45 per student.  Minimum 12 students, maximum 24 students 
Class kit $18-Laminated workbook and dry erase pen 
 
Have you ever experienced the feeling of frustration not having a clue about how to quilt your next project? 
Let’s try to eliminate this dilemma with Irena’s guidance. She will try to stimulate your creative thought process 
by breaking down the entire process into just a few easy to follow steps. 
All of a sudden many design possibilities emerge. You will make design choices and follow through with the 
execution. There is always more than one way of quilting the same quilt. Actually there are quite few choices 
based on time and resources factor. This class will be hands-on experience, working with tools and 
supplies provided in class kit. 
Supplies list: 
Drawing pad with no lines and grid and soft pencil or Sharpie Fine Point 
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12. Cute Critters-Create your own Designs 
3 hour hands-on design/drawing Teacher’s fee $ 45 per student.  Minimum 12 students, maximum 24 students 
Class kit $15-Stencils and drafting tools 
 
There is nothing better than creating your own designs! Learn how to design your own cute critters like birds, 
butterflies, fish, animals, sea creatures etc. These cute creations will represent all kinds of different species but 
won’t be a realistic depiction at all! Those brand new creations will be, whimsical, funky and maybe a little 
quirky but irresistible and cute. 
Irena will walk you through the entire design basics one step at a time first then you will be set free to do your 
own thing. There won’t be any identical creatures or critters. Each critter will be different and have the own 
character and attitude. You will leave the class confident about designing your own. 
Supplies list: 
Drawing pad with no lines and grid and soft pencil or Sharpie Fine Point 
 

 


